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The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc.

INTRODUCTION

TO

THE
DATABASE

THE AMERICAN
FAMILY IMMIGRATION
HISTORY CENTER®
ON ELLIS ISLAND

In 2001, SOLEIF opened the
American Family Immigration History
Center® (AFIHC) in the National
Museum of Immigration on Ellis
Island. A collection of 65 million Port
of New York arrival records from the
Ellis Island Archives was compiled
into a searchable database - made
available to the public by visiting

Ellis Island, or online at home via
https.//statueofliberty.org/

WHO CAME TO
ELLIS ISLAND?

First- and second-class passengers went
through a brief inspection and then
disembarked at the piers in New York.
Third-class (steerage) passengers were
transported to Ellis Island, where they
underwent a thorough inspection process.
Only two percent of all immigrants
were denied entrance into the U.S.

and deported. If you are searching for a
passenger who traveled first- or second-
class, there will still be a ship manifest
record available for you to view.

SEARCHABLE RECORDS

The SOLIEF database is comprised of
ship manifests, records of detention, as
well as images and information about
passenger ships. The database has ship
manifest records from Castle Garden,
Ellis Island, and Port of New York from
1820 to 1957. There are also plane
manifests for arrivals to New York City
airports from the late 1930s through the
1950s. Our database contains only arrival
records - no records of departure from
the United States.

In 2018, AFIHC was able to upload Port of
New York entry records from Castle
Garden, the immigration processing
center that served NYC prior to 1892.
Ellis Island was in full operation as an
immigration processing facility from
1892 to 1924. From 1924 to 1954, Ellis
Island was used as a detention and
hospitalization center for immigrants who
were held for special inquiries. In 1954,
Ellis Island was deemed unnecessary
government property after immigration
laws changed in the United States, and
was closed. Our records continue to 1957
for Port of New York entries.
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TIPS & TRICKS JANUARY 1, 1892:
FOR A SUCCESSFUL ELLIS ISLAND OPENED ITS

DOORS FOR IMMIGRATION

PASSENGER SEARCH PROCESSING.

NOVEMBER 12, 1954:

 Ship manifests are 1 page in length ELLIS ISLAND
from 1820 - 1907. After 1907, manifests CLOSED BY US. GOVT.
become 2 pages with additional
information provided.

1944.
e On June 15, 1897, there was a fire on Ellis SHIP MANIFESTS WERE
Island that resulted in the destruction of TRANSPOSED ONTO
all manifests held on the island: Castle
Garden and Ellis Island (1855-1897). MICROFILM BY THE
. U.S. GOVERNMENT AND
Luckily, we do have records for all
passengers who arrived prior to the fire. STORED IN THE

They are U.S. Customs Lists! NATIONAL ARCHIVES.
PHYSICAL RECORDS WERE
« When searching, the more you know THEN DESTROYED THUS

about the passenger’s arrival, the easier it

DEBUNKING THE MYTH OF

j.: . \X/I[l be fOI’ you tO [Ocate the “BOOKS“ ON ELL'S |SLAND
N Wizard record (i.e. date of arrival, '

port of departure, age at arrival, ethnicity,
U.S. destination, etc.). Al refinements
can be entered using the "Wizard".

PRO TIP:

To search without a name, enter all known

o Search for the passenger's “original” information about the passenger and

name! For example, "Frank” from ltaly their arrival into the Wizard.

will likely be recorded as "Francesco’,

from Germany, it could be "Franz', or Then, in the Passenger ID field, enter the number
from Poland, "Franciszek". Keep in 1" or '0'. Every passenger in our database is

mind that there is always room for assigned an ID number, all of which contain

spelling error in the handwriting/type
on a manifest, or in the digital
transcription.

1" or '0". This will give you every passenger to
which the information you entered, applies.
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PASSENGER SEARCH

statueofliberty.org ENTER THE
PASSENGER'S

NAME IN THE
LIST OF RESULTS WILL APPEAR BELOW SEARCH FIELD

PASSENGER SEARCH

PASSENGER SEARCH Adam Smith i

? Need more information? Click here. NarrowyourSearch *\ Wizard [ Onepageform | #f Clear

Sorting options Select view

SBEI’B"I RESUltS + = First Name v Descending

. EXACT MATCHES

Place mouse over the ‘T in order to view additional information for the record.

NAME ARRIVED LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE / BIRTH PLACE SHIP NAME ACTION
Smith, William Adam 1937 Scotland Caledonia
Smith, William Adam Scotland Cameronia
Smith, William Adam Scotland Transylvania
CLICK TO VIEW PASSENGER RECORD CLICK TO VIEW
11@.:‘.’.-........ AALE LS BER A RANA AR ....T‘T.f%]’ (A TRANSCRIPTION OF THE SHIP MANIFEST) SHIP MANIFEST
R -'-'-_m'ir'.e_l:l ITRD Sy
SRS : CLICK TO VIEW
ikl P, 4 [ SHIP IMAGE & SHIP
Lasd Pl oe o Flami e v (e T
e B kil Tien i, 190 INFORMATION
g ol Marlwal 20y Gender T aaiid Stavad: A
SHip ol Treat Nadarknd
Port filupartar:  derwnip
Earbet Lira Heebar: e

B

il
O (Kuoia ke | A
W lilonann, Ak |
31y Sdecke !

@ g i
Nrta ol s S,
7&«4.»1;,\4: ¥4

1 ¥t
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THE WIZARD FEATURE IS AVAILABLE
FOR YOU TO APPLY REFINEMENTS TO
YOUR SEARCH! REFINEMENTS ARE
IMPORTANT, AND MAKE SEARCHING
EASIER, ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU
KNOW THE DATE OF ARRIVAL,
SHIP OF ARRIVAL, ETHNICITY, ETC.

REFINING
YOUR SEARCH
& USING THE WIZARD

PASSENGER SEARCH

Explore our vast database of 65 million passenger records...
# Meed more information? Click here.

PRO TIP:

THE "CONTAINS" OPTION
ALLOWS YOU TO ENTER AS LITTLE
AS 2 LETTERS INTO THE PASSENGER
SEARCH FIELD, AND WILL THEN
LIST EVERY PASSENGER WHOSE
NAME CONTAINS THOSE LETTERS
k IN YOUR RESULTS!

2
RESULTS
Narrow your Search . Wizard One page form

— — — —

i % 7 N 4 ™y
% (v) (v)
L o o b, i

THESE SPELLING REFINEMENTS ARE A GREAT a
OPTION WHEN YOU DO NOT KNOW THE /
CORRECT SPELLING OF A NAME, OR ARE

UNSURE OF A PASSENGER'S FIRST NAME

Year of Birth Age at Arrival

1720 (i) 1957 0 @———@ 10 IT IS BEST TO LEAVE A GAP OF ABOUT
3to 5 YEARS WHEN ENTERING YEAR OF
ARRIVAL OR AGE AT ARRIVAL

Year of Arrival Month of Arrival

1820 .—' 1957

Day of Arrival Marital Status

Arrival Port

HERE YOU CAN ENTER SHIP NAME, PORT OF
DEPARTURE, PASSENGER ID, ETC.

CLICK THE 'ETHNICITY' TAB TO SELECT THE

[ Ethricity APPLICABLE ETHNICITY FOR YOUR SEARCH
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THE FRAME NUMBER
REFRENCES THE FRAME ON
WHICH YOU CAN FIND THE
PASSENGER'S SHIP MANIFEST IN
THE SCROLL OF MICROFILM

NAVIGATING
A MANIFEST

PASSENGER RECORD SHIF MARIFEST SHIF INFORMATION AHNOTATIONS TEXT PASSENGER LIST

Smith, William Adam

Y SHIP HAME ARRIVAL DATE
','} 2| caledonia 1937

[PASSENGER 1D FRAME LIME NUMBER ""‘..,‘L "

9011979415149 Tis 10 = .

THE MANIFEST FOR THE

THE LINE NUMBER REFERENCES THE LINE ON PASSENGER SELECTED
WHICH A PASSENGER'S INFORMATION IS WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED
LOCATED ON THE SHIP MANIFEST IN RED OR

gt carouss and select M BT M O Eanal images

nided irage O Selecned for Préview

-
Jraxford fr Kary Giilam :5 /J i |jr§"§= = |7en En%uﬁ I!sl
e Penliolz '\'::,J Elizabeth 2. :315 //""-l'i- (RIFE™  lves| Eaglist Yes |B: somis
8 | VNOER 16 pennota Qlunies Ame | 1 s m1 51l do | B:
T | EHarcld V’/L‘“ isa //,: 5 |Domestlis Ynu§ ﬁnﬁﬁﬂ Yes | B .
] MooFheareon N Sadle I 37 3 % Zaglieh fer | B
a Soott 5 Hasy Loclias | 52| / | "'Z‘“" Yen | 2 oo
[ 10 ! S21th | Willis= Adex :3“ '/J: Printer |Yes| English ‘1.‘:: 3
r’ | |
12 | 5 .'
? | | | | oo |
14 FIND LINE NUMBER AND READ ACRdSS PAGE HORIZONTALLY ! y
E [ |
16 | | |
= ‘- | | = Iﬂ
' W USE TO SCROLL

EACH IMAGE IN THE ROLL
OF MICROFILM HAS A
FRAME NUMBER LISTED BELOW
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PAGE 1 TWO-PAGE

BEGINS WITH A LIST OF MANIFESTS
PASSENGER NAMES 1907-1947

¢

15 fogee= | |
4 Qramfozd ‘-'_H Maxy Gillan 45 | -.;//! K | wife Tes En%uﬂ
5 Denholz ‘:: Eligabeth C. { |31| / #W R s megum
I l: |
o | UNDER 16 Denholm Olunien Ame | 1] '/’ls =1 Eg¢ 11
Sy Earold f{mh / 5 |Domestic Yes| iﬁaﬁﬁ
B LnoPhareon N Sadle /I‘ %‘:w Inglieh
1
9 scott 5 dazy Losies | E2| / M FIEET  Yes| Eefiien
L S=1th | Fillisas Adax 3“' i | {Peinter [Yes| Znzlish

I."u{a-

SEeri— ’Lnl;.nn]_ | -
5 ﬁgﬁ'ﬁe FREstRden I R I
RO o a@f c-ﬂ'ﬁ' ] 1835 | 1
mﬂ, | [ L | o= |1330=
& E | 98ls Angelesy Self ’ﬁwq Yeas|1925 | ¢
¢ ggl%tl n"L ﬁtruet, | | Los -1 1936 3
; E Qa; ; | | Qul, ﬂﬁ"lﬁﬂ T uother | mes 102¢| ™
',F Ba e | | | | TR
7 %g, m T;“ﬂ i B.Y. York |uv| Gelr 1.:&#;41;“3: 1
i1 gﬁu Eew | 525
8 > tlas ’I‘:’“ | B.Y. Tork |rv| Self |eoqrespsss | 3
a@hﬁh Pt || |are | L— 1985~
2 l n{:‘nd.—uI-I!'I.I | | “iﬂ_hn Datroft i Sel? I-\.-M' e v X
..t::-“-uui A= limi= izgboth| | Brook= | [ 1955
1] |
sereldlvilies 78 Répele | =y 1w [ny| serr |sofresiess

PAGE 2

IS A CONTINUATION OF PAGE 1, AND

WILL NOT LIST PASSENGER NAMES
PAGE 2 WILL OFTEN APPEAR FIRST gl

v
/\1U5E THE SCROLL

1907: TO VIEW BOTH PAGES OF A

2 PAGE SHIP MANIFEST
THE STANDARD 1 PAGE

SHIP MANIFEST EXPANDS B'E“ﬁ:;:%"gﬂ-é I:‘('—)‘;V:g;
TO 2 PAGES, WITH (ABOVE OR BELOW)
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR EXAMPLE, IF PAGE 1 IS

TO BE ANSWERED ON FRAME 333, PAGE 2
WILL BE FRAME 332 OR 334
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COLUMNS IN THE HEADING OF A SHIP
MANIFESTS WILL LIST THE QUESTIONS ASKED

MAN I FEST OF PASSENGERS UPON DEPARTURE;
READING ACROSS A PASSENGER'S

QU ESTI o Ns LINE WILL GIVE YOU THEIR ANSWERS

(COMPARABLE TO A SPREADSHEET)!

'l_‘ " 1 ' o) (N ENL ' T| ' ' . _.'l_ Tr_.__“,,.ﬁr. . " J
o o st l‘l : I i ‘ ‘ e !’::m e o Psgen “m* ”ﬁ—d“—-:::’-—:‘“--&ﬂ k__‘_?_'?‘——p
- Sanyiens s S e B "':"" liu,n""""""" ; Coty. | Oyt —_- -t Cywtem
1‘"“" 1
‘ .
ey B p—--—-t‘
T s/ o RE AR DO o Y P

LIST OF QUESTIONS ASKED™:

« NAME IN FULL

e HEAD-TAX STATUS - PAID OR UNPAID

¢ AGE - YEARS & MONTHS

e SEX

e MARITAL STATUS

* OCCUPATION

e WHETHER ABLE TO READ/WRITE - IF YES, IN WHAT LANGUAGE?

e NATIONALITY

¢ RACE OR PEOPLE

e LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE - COUNTRY/CITY

* NAME & ADDRESS OF NEAREST RELATIVE/FRIEND IN COUNTRY WHENCE ALIEN CAME
e FINAL DESTINATION - STATE/CITY

e WHETHER HAVING A TICKET TO FINAL DESTINATION?

e BY WHOM WAS PASSAGE PAID?

e WHETHER IN POSSESSION OF $50, AND IF LESS, HOW MUCH?

e WHETHER EVER IN U.S. BEFORE - IF YES, WHEN AND WHERE?

¢ WHETHER GOING TO JOIN A RELATIVE OR FRIEND; IF SO, LIST NAME AND ADDRESS
¢ EVER IN PRISON, ALMSHOUSE, INSTITUTION FOR CARE OF INSANE, ETC?

e WHETHER A POLYGAMIST OR ANARCHIST?

e DOES PERSON BELIEVE IN OTHERTHROW OF US. GOVERNMENT OR LAWS?

¢ WHETHER COMING WITH AN OFFER, PROMISE, OR AGREEMENT OF LABOR?

e CONDITION OF HEALTH - MENTAL & PHYSICAL

e DEFORMED OR CRIPPLED?

e HEIGHT - FEET & INCHES

e COMPLEXTION COLOR

e COLOR OF HAIR AND EYES

¢ MARKS OF IDENTIFICATION

e PLACE OF BIRTH - COUNTRY/CITY

¢ PASSPORT/VISA/REENTRY PERMIT NUMBER AND DATE ISSUED (IF APPLICABLE)
e HAS THE PASSENGER BEEN DEPORTED FROM THE U.S. BEFORE?

*NOTE THAT NOT ALL MANIFESTS PROVIDE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS.
PLEASE SEE PAGES 6, 9, 10, 11 FOR FURTHER EXPLANATION.
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A CROSSED OUT NAME MEANS
THE PERSON PURCHASED A
TICKET, BUT DID NOT EMBARK

M AN I FE ST / ON THIS PARTICULAR VOYAGE

TRY SEARCHING FOR A DIFFERENT VOYAGE

MARKINGS &

YOU WILL OFTEN SEE
AN X OR “SI NEXT TO A HANDWRITTEN NOTES
/ PERSON'S NAME MEANS EXPLAINING THE
o~ THEY WERE DETAINED REASON FOR
,;;L Lm ADMITTANCE
o 28 W % OR HELD FOR SPECIAL
. INQUIRY - YOU CAN INTHIS CASE SENILITY
’ Ay m THEN FIND THEIR o
29 RECORD OF DETENTION / D’,___ﬂ ﬁﬁ- j!*
e &) TO FIND OUT WHY o ||'|" /
\_o-l'll r' .-|' W
IF A PASSENGER WAS ADMITTED TO THE F ﬂ J-,G__"',_ - s T908 oA -, =P
HOSPITAL, YOU WILL SEE A STAMP BESIDE T .
THEIR NAME: 'ADMITTED' OR 'IN HOSPITAL' ﬂ'} .I i
IF RELEASED, YOU WILL SEE 'DISCHARGED!, 1=t i IH'
BUT IF NOT, YOU WILL SEE THE / 1 :
'DEPORTED' OR 'DIED' STAMP ﬂi Hﬂ'iﬂbﬁl S e T PR
I/ | A NUMERICAL THIS NUMBERICAL g -
— el T SIS W . - > (\, N
P u}a- ?a?&: i % SEQUENCE SEQUENCE REFERENCES }f; ' | \ A chﬁ\;
i ] PRECEEDED WITH A PASSPORT é 77 a 2 /i ,|/§?',_-;d wﬁh/
i 'P' REFERENCES A —————? L7 Sornbyskr
REENTRY PERMIT VISA APPLICATION

TR 078> se

'NON IMMIGRANT ALIEN' MEANS THAT THE PASSENGER WAS NOT ' I

INTENDING TO REMAIN IN THE UNITED STATES ___} '
s -HJ-'-I-'l—"-"-“"-"""""
Gii el ﬂ]’ M.Ir.h

'IN TRANSIT' IS USED FOR PASSENGERS WHO ARE ONLY IN THE U.S.
TEMPORARILY, BEFORE THEY CONTINUE ON TO ANOTHER COUNTRY
(USUALLY CANADA)

lr/ 'NAT' FOLLOWED BY A NUMERICAL SEQUENCE
AUDNAN f‘:m o SHOWS THAT THE PASSENGER

" rﬂf‘? 141 xlzil‘if;/'h /ﬂ % IS A NATURALIZED

UNITED STATES CITIZEN
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PRE-ELLIS
RECORDS

1820 - 1891

FIRST & LAST NAME
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INMIGRATION Sravice

ll-m

SHIP MANIFESTS WERE
REQUIRED FOR EVERYONE
ABOARD A VESSEL ENTERING
THE PORT OF NEW YORK -

NOT JUST THOSE IMMIGRATING

YOU WILL KNOW YOU ARE VIEWING A
LIST OF U.S. CITIZENS WHEN YOU SEE
THIS HEADING AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE

e CITIZEN MANIFESTS ARE 1 PAGE

LIST OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS

=) ADDRESS IN
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MANIFESTS NOW REVERT
BACKTO 1 PAGE IN LENGTH

SHIP MANIFESTS

1947 - 1957

FIRST AND LAST NAME

OF PASSENGER
AND PASSPORT OR VISA
DESTINATION NUMBER AND SHIP NAME,
_ INTHEU.S. PLACE OF BIRTH PORT OF
_. ‘I'J'IR.I\:!'UI'I.\' DHI‘ﬁl'lTll ?x«:mﬁ-ﬂmﬂﬂﬂ.‘.\ LIST NO"‘"" = ‘""" DEPARTURE/
& e O IST OF IN-BOUND PASSENGERS S ARRIVAL,
shvimaridi e Imﬂ W i [Unlhd States Cilizens and Mationals) e
N res tiewe - e Class,..... F+uS5c W from.. ... .| T ey Nisitd O;t“.JZ’Iﬂl_ 19. .53 DATE OF

n o JOREA DR arriflbs at portot..... ¥E¥ YORC = YovmMER 2., 53 DEPARTURE/
Line i u.s,mm:-rxn, L ""“!"’::"“-"“" . 0"“'::!"" U ARRIVAL
i il i Wi LISTED AT
SIGFRIED
38t HowTork Ciyy ( 98 THE TOP OF
BTEYL L\T - A MANIFEST
ELIZABETH 751690 i
_»{_832 Brio Str, Oakland Obdo | Woodland Ga1 5
);nlﬁ' PAUL 12
TOTAL PIECES OF
LUGGAGE

PLANE MANIFESTS

NEW YORK AIRPORT ARRIVALS

THROUGH 1957 AIRLINE, AIRCRAFT & FLIGHT

NUMBER, DATE, AND POINT

DISEMBARKATION LISTED AT

NAME, AGE, SEX, TOP OF MANIFEST

PERMANENT S

ADDRESS, reeeeme= Sl PASSENGER MANIFEST

COUNTRY OF cwnewn s orana PAN AMER!CAN Arways Iric. =
NATIONALITY, W T e ﬁﬁﬁﬂlﬂ“ﬂﬂﬁ%m eno
e e————————— PR — 2o
NUMBER & PLANE ST, T e slmm""w;“ =

TICKET NUMBER = e

*NOTE THAT SOME PLANE 32-FURIFICAGION, Josefa Q_ﬁﬁ =

MANIFESTS LIST NAME ONLY —-seme_aa_ahove R i L=
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RECORDS
OF

DETENTION

THE "MANIFEST" COLUMN
REFERENCES THE GROUP &
LINE NUMBER OF THE SHIP
MANIFEST ON WHICH

THE DETAINEE IS LOCATED -
THIS IS HELPFUL IF YOU FIND
A PASSENGER'S DETENTION
RECORD, BUT CANNOT
LOCATE THEIR MANIFEST

Ity

COMMON DETENTION CAUSES:
LIKELY PUBLIC CHARGE (LPC)

e Not in possession of enough money,
no sponsor, anarchist, polygamist,
stowaway, etc.

TELEGRAM FOR MONEY (TEL $)
e Passenger has no money and must
telegram a family member. Usually
to ensure a passenger can buy a
railway ticket to their final destination.,
MEDICAL (MED CERT)
e Contagious disease, mental or
physical ailment/defect, senility, etc.

ILLITERATE (ILL'T or P.D.)
e Passengers who could not read
or write, or had mental and/or
educational disqualifications.
UNDER 16
e Passengers under 16 traveling alone
were held upon release to sponsor.

RECORD OF DETAINED -ALIENS

5. 3. Groumor Buztarat qt o e I Lroe T A AR e A2y
ﬂj Espn _ Chnze _-_:?i-_g_w__eg-ﬁ e HAnere <t % Qr ’_éﬂ'ik_ fod
-?E-..fx.iiﬂ_ﬂshﬁki_._uaxe_ ,,._..-I?:.E,Z,'I'_,_l_."_'tu-'.l,_i-._.._.__i._,,.. A L Q:_L{?..."‘z'-f ")-..f..
N~ P SN L WTAP R
TRV —r R ' L ¥ 3. 2
NAME OF CAUSE OF DATE AND TIME
DETAINEE DETENTION OF WHICH THE
DETAINEE WAS
DISCHARGED
THE "DISPOSITION" COLUMN
SHOWS THE NAME AND
ADDRESS OF THE PERSON TO NUMBER OF MEALS
WHOM THE IMMIGRANT WAS CONSUMED WHILE DETAINED
RELEASED AFTER DETENTION (BREAKFAST, DINNER, SUPPER)
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The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc.

CART, OR TO COMPLETE YOUR ORDER

/ CLICK CART ICON TO VIEW ITEMS IN

v Welcome My Profile  Logout

SAVING &

ORDERING /
ALL SAVED DOCUMENTS WILL BE
DOCU M ENTs STORED IN YOUR PROFILE, ACCESSIBLE
BY CLICKING ‘MY PROFILE' IN THE UPPER
RIGHT HAND CORNER OF THE WEBPAGE

WHEN YOU FIND A

THIS BUTTON WILL DOCUMENT THAT YOU
ADD THE FRAME WOULD LIKE TO SAVE
YOU ARE VIEWING TO YOUR PROFILE
TO YOUR CART SELECT THE RED BUTTON:
FOR PURCHASE SAVE IMAGE TO MY PROFILE'
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ALL DOCUMENTS ON
STATUEOFLIBERTY.ORG =
ARE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE —
AND WILL BE PRINTED ON Y [ ﬁ%A
ACID-FREE ARCHIVAL PAPER e
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT HEEEEFYUBEWI;IL:!E}DSFM
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